
Defense Transportation Regulation – Part II 17 April 2025 
Cargo Movement 

 II-S-1  

APPENDIX S 
 

TRANSPORTING WEAPONS, AMMUNITION, AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
(HAZMAT) 

A. PURPOSE 

This appendix applies to the transportation of weapons, ammunition, and HAZMAT aboard 
commercial aircraft in scheduled service and DoD-owned or -controlled aircraft.   

B. POLICY GUIDANCE 

1. Movement procedures to be followed for military aircraft, which are contained in Air Force 
Manual (AFMAN) 24-604, “Preparing Hazardous Materials for Military Air Shipments” 
(available at http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/).   

2. 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 175, “Carriage by Aircraft”. 

3. Provisions for law enforcement personnel traveling with an accessible weapon in accordance with 
(IAW) Title 49 CFR, 1544.219, “Carriage of Accessible Weapons”. 

4. International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Technical Instructions (TIs) for the Safe 
Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air (as implemented in the International Air Transport 
Association [IATA] Dangerous Goods Regulations [DGR]). 

5. 49 United States Code (U.S.C.), Section (§) 44903, “Air Transportation Security”, provides an 
exemption for Armed Forces Charter Aircraft.  The Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) of the United States (U.S.) Department of Homeland Security does not require the 
application of screening requirements developed for commercial or civilian charter operations to 
members of the Armed Forces.  However, 49 CFR Part 1540, “Civil Aviation Security: General 
Rules”, specifies that no individual may enter a sterile area or board an aircraft without 
submitting to the screening and inspection of his or her person and accessible property. 

C. GENERAL 

1. No passenger will be permitted to transport weapons, ammunition, or other HAZMAT to, from, 
or aboard commercial aircraft except as provided in this appendix and as prescribed in individual 
Service directives. 

2. All travelers (including couriers of weapons and classified material) must have the authority to 
carry weapons included in their travel orders.  Unless otherwise authorized in this appendix, all 
individual weapons must be assembled, unloaded, and packed in a locked container stowed in the 
baggage compartment or be inaccessible to passengers.   

3. Group travelers may consolidate weapons for bulk shipment; however, the shipment must not 
exceed one weapon per passenger.  When weapons are bulk shipped as checked baggage, the 
containers must not exceed the 100-pound limitation outlined in Chapter 103, Paragraph F.1.a.  If 
bulk shipped weapons are over 100 pounds (weapons and container combined), they must be 
shipped as freight. 

4. Normally, a gross weight of no more than 11 pounds of properly packaged small arms 
ammunition is permitted in checked baggage.  Clips or magazines must be in a pouch, holder, 
holster, or lanyard; loose clips or magazines are not authorized. 

5. Host nation restrictions at arrival location are identified in the Foreign Clearance Guide (FCG) 
(https://www.fcg.pentagon.mil/).   

http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/
https://www.fcg.pentagon.mil/
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6. The traveler will notify the carrier/passenger service agent at check-in of the presence of a 
weapon and ammunition in checked baggage.   

7. The traveler will provide the container key or combination, when requested. 

8. Deployed members returning as individuals on emergency leave with an individual government-
owned weapon must be in receipt of a copy of the original deploying orders reflecting 
authorization to transport a weapon. 

D. DETERMINATION OF METHOD TO BE USED IN THE MOVEMENT OF INDIVIDUAL 
WEAPONS 

1. The responsible Commander (CDR) determines the method of movement.  In making this 
judgment, the CDR will select the method that affords maximum security and safety without 
jeopardizing mission accomplishment.  This determination, together with other transportation 
requirements, will be furnished to the 618th Air Operations Center (AOC) (Tanker Airlift Control 
Center [TACC]), the Air Mobility Command (AMC), or the Transportation Officer (TO), who 
will notify the carrier. 

2. When concurrent shipment of personnel and their weapons, ammunition, and/or HAZMAT is 
determined to be necessary by the responsible CDR, the following notifications will be made: 

a. For scheduled service, the installation TO will contact the carrier to determine company 
policy regarding transport of weapons, associated ammunition, and HAZMAT. 

b. For Special Assignment Airlift Mission (SAAM) movements, Service SAAM validators will 
identify the requirement to transport weapons, associated ammunition, and other HAZMAT 
in A2I.  See DTR Part I, Appendix B or DTR Part II, Appendix Q. 

E. COURIERS (INCLUDING GUARDS ACCOMPANYING PRISONERS, STATE 
DEPARTMENT COURIERS, ESCORTS) 

1. Couriers of weapons and classified material on contract charter service carriers must ensure their 
Temporary Duty and Temporary Active Duty orders reflect “Courier Orders.”  The orders (or 
attached letter from the individual’s CDR) will reflect they are authorized weapon and security 
rounds and are required to view the loading and unloading of the material they are escorting.  
Unit CDRs or their designated representatives will coordinate in advance with the air terminal, 
carrier station managers or charter representatives to arrange for continued observation during 
loading or unloading at the origin/destination or transfer point. 

2. Armed couriers will notify the aircrew and surrender their weapons and ammunition, if directed.  
Official orders must include authorization for the carriage of a weapon.  See DoD Directive 
5210.56, “Arming and the Use of Force”, for further guidance.  Ensure the use of armed couriers 
is included on the SAAM request.  See DTR Part I, Appendix B or DTR Part II, Appendix Q. 

3. See Paragraph C.5. 

F. ARMED INDIVIDUALS (LAW ENFORCEMENT OR SPECIFIED SECURITY DUTIES) 

1. Only individuals in performance of law enforcement or specified security duties are authorized to 
be armed (loaded weapon) onboard contracted commercial passenger and military aircraft.  This 
includes, Security Forces Ravens; Defense Courier System Couriers; federal law enforcement 
officials; representatives of Defense Criminal Investigative Organizations (DCIOs), including the 
Defense Criminal Investigative Service, U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command, Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service, and Air Force Office of Special Investigations; the Office of Law 
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Enforcement/Federal Air Marshall Service (OLE/FAMS); the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and the U.S. Secret Service.   

2. Individuals must have a statement in their orders authorizing them to be armed while in the 
performance of their duties.  See DoD Directive 5210.56, “Arming and the Use of Force”, for 
further guidance.  This does not apply to OLE/FAMS, DCIO, FBI, CIA, and U.S. Secret Service 
representatives, whose agent/officer badges and photo identification credentials serve as their 
authorizations to carry weapons onboard DoD-owned and/or controlled aircraft.   

3. When authorized transportation IAW DoDI 4515.13, “Air Transportation Eligibility”, state, 
county, and municipal law enforcement officers must have written authorization, in the form of 
an original signed letter from their employing agency, stating the need to be armed while in a 
travel status.   

4. Authorized armed individuals may carry up to three magazines of ammunition on their persons 
and up to three additional magazines of ammunition in their checked baggage and do not require 
HAZMAT packing or certification.   

5. To facilitate these individuals through civilian/federal airport security, the AMC Gateways 
require a minimum of 24-hour advanced notification. 

6. See Paragraph C.5.   

G. PRIVATELY OWNED WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION ON SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL 
AIR CARRIERS 

1. Travelers using scheduled commercial air carriers as part of official travel are responsible for 
ensuring all laws and regulations of the United States, its territories, foreign countries, and local 
municipalities are complied with regarding the possession, carrying, and shipping of privately 
owned weapons and ammunition. 

2. The traveler should consult the commercial carrier to be used for the most current information 
since tariff rules are subject to change.  Travelers are required to check in at the commercial 
carrier desk and declare they are transporting personal weapons or ammunition.  For Defense 
Logistics Agency employees, privately owned weapons may not be transported in conjunction 
with travel. 

3. The HAZMAT permitted to be transported by passengers as carry-on or in checked baggage is 
detailed in 49 CFR, Part 175 and the IATA DGR, Section 2.  As air carriers may also have 
company policy on the transport of personal items, the traveler should also contact the carrier 
prior to travel.  Travelers should also consult the list of TSA restricted items at 
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all. 

H. GOVERNMENT-OWNED WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION ON SCHEDULED 
COMMERCIAL AIR CARRIERS AND/OR DOD-OWNED/CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT 

In addition to the requirements of Paragraph C., the following may also apply: 

1. TOs must coordinate with the scheduled commercial air carrier (e.g., GSA City Pair) and brief the 
traveler regarding on the requirements for transporting weapons and associated ammunition based 
on the latest TSA guidance. 

2. When a DoD-owned/controlled aircraft will terminate at a commercial gateway or airport, all 
weapons will be packaged individually and stowed in the baggage compartment unless remote 
parking is utilized. 

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all
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3. On a SAAM or contingency mission transiting commercial gateways or airports, a passenger may 
carry a weapon aboard the aircraft (see Paragraph I.) but not deplane with it.  The troop 
commander will designate one or more individuals to remain with the aircraft to ensure the 
security of the weapons when passengers are allowed to deplane or must clear customs. 

4. Basic Combat Load (see AFMAN 24-604, Chapter 3).  Troop movements on DoD military 
aircraft are authorized to carry their basic combat loads, bayonets, and individual issues of 
ammunition when they will engage an enemy force immediately after being airdropped or upon 
deplaning at the objective.  When not immediately engaging the enemy but assuming a tactical 
mission on arrival or redeploying upon mission completion, these items will be in their checked 
baggage. 

I. WEAPONS (SHOULDER FIRED, [M4] AND SIDE ARM, [M9/M18]) CARRIED IN THE 
PASSENGER COMPARTMENT ABOARD CHARTERED AIRCRAFT DURING 
CONTINGENCY AND/OR TRAINING EXERCISES (DOD-OWNED/CONTROLLED) 

1. When departing or arriving military airfields, troops may carry weapons in the passenger 
compartment when the entire aircraft is chartered or contracted for the military services during 
contingency operations or training exercises.  All Crew-serviced weapons, (e.g., M-60, M240, .50 
Cal), M27, M203, M320, M321, grenade launchers, etc. must be transported as checked baggage 
(may be bulk shipped as checked baggage, if 100 pounds or less).  Bulk shipments over 100 
pounds must be transported as freight.  

2. All firearms stowed in the aircraft cabin will be rendered inoperable in the same manner so no 
firearm can be made useable from parts of another firearm.  All parts removed from firearms will 
be stowed in a manner to prevent access. 

a. The assembled weapon must either: 

(1) Have the bolt removed and placed in a plastic bag, wrap, or other suitable protective 
cover and be stored in the individual’s checked baggage prior to aircraft boarding (units 
may use a bolt box or any other type container) or 

(2) Have a flag safety stick (unit or individual requirement to provide) inserted so that the 
bolt is in the proper locked position. 

b. The weapon must be unloaded and the safety switch must be in the safe position. 

c. The magazine must be removed (even if it is empty) and placed in checked baggage. 

d. The bayonet must be separated from the weapon and placed in checked baggage. 

e. Ammunition for individual weapons with a gross weight in excess of 11 pounds, explosives, 
and any other HAZMAT may not be hand-carried into the passenger compartment and must 
be certified and moved as freight. 

3. The handling and stowage of weapons carried in the passenger compartment will be as follows: 

a. Prior to boarding/deplaning, any troop with weapons will be instructed by the troop CDR to 
use extreme care when carrying their weapons to their seats so they do not damage or 
puncture aircraft components (e.g., entertainment system modules located beneath the seats, 
windows, wall coverings, overhead racks, seat backs, and cushions).  If damage occurs, the 
troop CDR must be notified immediately and is responsible for informing the aircrew.   

b. During boarding/deplaning, one person will be positioned at the bottom of the steps to ensure 
each weapon has either the bolt removed or a flag safety stick inserted, the bolt is in the 
proper locked position and no round is in the chamber, and an ammunition clip/magazine is 
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not affixed to the weapon (even if empty).  A second person will be positioned at the head of 
each aisle (two for wide-body aircraft) to direct troops.   

c. Weapons will be placed flat on the floor of the aircraft under the seat in front of each 
passenger.  Passengers sitting in bulkhead seats will stow weapons as directed by the flight 
attendant. 

J. HAZMAT-APPROVED COMMERCIAL CHARTER AIRCRAFT 

1. When concurrent shipments of small arms ammunition and other HAZMAT on commercial 
aircraft transporting troops are determined mission-essential by the responsible CDR, the 
requirement must be identified in requests IAW Paragraph D.2.b of this appendix so a HAZMAT-
qualified carrier may be selected.  Specify “NONE” if no hazardous items will be moved.  If 
military impedimenta or hazardous items will move in freight service (either Continental United 
States or export), see freight provisions in DTR Part II, Chapter 204. 

2. Ammunition for individual weapons, explosives, or any other HAZMAT may not be hand-carried 
into the passenger compartment.  An exception is permitted for armed individuals in the 
performance of law enforcement and security duties (Paragraph F.). 

3. Ammunition and other HAZMAT must be properly packaged, marked, and labeled. 

NOTE:  HAZMAT, other than small arms ammunition, permitted to be carried or placed in 
checked baggage by passengers IAW 49 CFR, Part 175, Section 175.10, is excepted. 

a. Other HAZMAT must be packaged as specified in 49 CFR, Part 173, Shippers—General 
Requirements for Shipments and Packagings, for the specific commodity. 

b. Packaging must be marked and labeled to identify contents as prescribed by 49 CFR, Part 
172, Subpart D, Marking and Subpart E Labeling. 

4. Quantity per package limits must not exceed 49 CFR, Part 172, Section 172.101, Purpose and 
Use of Hazardous Materials Table, Column 9A, Quantity Limitations.  Items listed as 
“Forbidden” in Column 9A may not be offered for transportation. 

5. A net weight of no more than 25 kilograms of any HAZMAT is authorized to be transported on a 
passenger aircraft, and in addition, a net weight of only 75 kilograms of Class 2.2 HAZMAT 
(Non-Flammable Gas) is permitted in an inaccessible cargo compartment.  These quantity limits 
do not apply to Other Regulated Material-Domestic (or consumer commodities), Class 9 
(Miscellaneous), and Class 7 (Radioactive). 

NOTE:  Oxygen cylinders must be packaged in containers meeting the performance criteria of Air 
Transport Association Specification 300 for Type I shipping containers. 

6. United States Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) contract passenger carriers may 
operate under Department of Transportation-Special Permit (DOT-SP) 9232 granted to the DoD 
until its expiration date.  This DOT-SP applies to movements “in defense crisis conditions which 
require … the rapid deployment of U.S. Armed Forces.”  This DOT-SP authorizes transportation 
in commerce of certain HAZMAT described within, and subject to, the limitations specified in 
DOT-SP 9232. 

a. Because of requirements specified in this DOT-SP and elsewhere, movements of HAZMAT 
aboard passenger carriers greater than hazard division/compatibility group 1.4S explosives 
(small arms ammunition) must be limited to the greatest extent possible, and only shipped on 
passenger-carrying aircraft when a validated need exists for passengers to have immediate 
access to 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 HAZMAT upon arrival at the aerial port of debarkation.  All 1.4S 
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explosives and other HAZMAT shipped as cargo must be prepared, packaged, and certified 
as prescribed in AFMAN 24-604. 

b. Failure to adhere to DOT-SP 9232 guidance may limit or cause unplanned mission 
delays/cancellations related to the operational requirements.  Under this requirement, 
agencies outside of DoD control (civil airfields) must provide written approval prior to 
movement of 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 class HAZMAT.  Furthermore, as DOT-SP 9232, Paragraph 8.d, 
states, this special permit “does not grant authority to use foreign controlled airspace or 
airports outside the United States.”  Limiting HAZMAT to hazard division/compatibility 
group 1.4S and following the guidance provided in DOT-SP 9232 are needed to permit the 
transport of troops via commercial carriers. 

7. A Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDDG), Figure S-1, must be completed for the 
HAZMAT.  All personnel involved with the preparation and shipment of HAZMAT for 
transportation must receive training IAW DTR Part II, Chapter 204 and 49 CFR Section 172.704.  
Refer to AFMAN 24-604 for current step-by-step instructions for completion of the SDDG.  If 
AFMAN 24-604 is used as the certification document (in lieu of 49 CFR, ICAO TIs, or IATA 
DGR), the following statement must appear on the cargo manifest and the SDDG: “Type and 
Quantity of Hazardous Materials Conforms to 49 CFR, Part 172, Section 172.101 and Part 175, 
Carriage by Aircraft, for Passenger Aircraft.” 

K. AFMAN 24-604 CHAPTER 3 WAIVER REQUEST PROCEDURES 

AFMAN 24-604, Chapter 3, “Tactical, Contingency, or Emergency Airlift”, identifies procedural 
exceptions in support of the DoD, Federal agencies, and allies providing sustained, immediate, and 
responsive air movement, and delivery of personnel and hazardous material to, within, or from 
objective areas under tactical, contingency, or emergency conditions.  These procedural exceptions 
(commonly referred to as Chapter 3 procedures) are only used when there are validated operational 
requirements due to the increased risk to the aircraft, air crew, and participants. 

1. USTRANSCOM J3 is the approval authority when tactical, contingency, or emergency 
conditions require deviation from the normal provisions for hazardous material transported on 
aircraft under USTRANSCOM/AMC operational control (OPCON).  This authority is delegated 
no lower than a General Officer/Flag Officer (GO/FO) or member of the Senior Executive 
Service (SES) from USTRANSCOM J3.  Requests for approval will only be submitted when one 
or more of the following apply: 

a. Additional quantities of vehicle/equipment fuel-in-tank is justified. 

b. Incompatible items must be transported together. 

c. Individual basic explosives, ammunition, and other HAZMAT are being hand-carried. 

d. Unpackaged explosives are being transported. 

NOTE:  For aircraft not under USTRANSCOM/AMC OPCON, route Chapter 3 approval requests 
through the appropriate Combatant Command (CCMD) or appropriate entity with OPCON. 

2. Authorization Process: 

a. The requester is responsible for providing hazardous cargo information and for clearing 
hazardous or explosive cargo into and out of aerial port of embarkation and aerial port of 
debarkation IAW current directives.  Requesters should make every effort to submit 
Chapter 3 requests with the initial request for airlift.  Improper planning and documentation 
of hazardous shipments may result in cargo being frustrated by the aircrew at load time. 
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b. The CCMD will submit requests through classified email to the USTRANSCOM J3-5G 
(Global Optimization Branch) via Secret Internet Protocol Router Network (SIPRNet).  At a 
minimum, Chapter 3 requests should be submitted to the Global Optimization Branch no later 
than five business days before airlift.  See Figure S-2 for a sample email request format.  
Send requests to the TCJ3-5G Group box:  transcom.scott.tcj3.mbx.j35-global-
requirement@mail.smil.mil. 

c. JTC3-5 Global Operations Division.  Upon receipt, TCJ3-5 will review the request and input 
into the Single Mobility System (SMS) Chapter 3 request workflow tool. 

d. AMC/A3VX.  Responsible for reviewing requests in SMS workflow and annotating remarks 
and/or changes required then submitting to AMC/A3V. 

e. AMC/A3V.  Responsible for reviewing requests in SMS workflow and annotating remarks 
and/or changes required then submitting to AMC/A3. 

f. AMC/A3.  Responsible for reviewing requests in SMS workflow and annotating remarks 
and/or changes required then submitting to USTRANSCOM. 

g. USTRANSCOM will review and forward, with justifying remarks, to the approval authority 
for review and will document the decision in SMS. 

3. Required documentation.  Chapter 3 requests will include a GO/FO or civilian equivalent 
endorsement in the form of a signed, formal letter with the following:  

a. Purpose, specific risk involved, and nature of the movement. 

b. Time frames and ULNs or missions affected (do not include Plan Identification Numbers). 

c. Conflicting hazards and risk mitigation steps taken by the cargo preparation team. 

d. Operational impact if the request is not supported. 

e. Any other pertinent information, to include “Unit” and “Command” POC names, DSNs, and 
SIPRNet email addresses. 

f. Hazardous cargo list identifying unit line number, number of pieces/packages, weight in 
pounds, weight in kilograms, net explosive weight in kilograms, class, division, and 
onload/offload International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) airport codes.  See Figure 
S-3 for an example and format. 

g. Load plan for cargo on the military aircraft allocated produced from the Integrated 
Computerized Deployment System.  See Figure S-4 for an example and format. 

L. INSPECTION OF BAGGAGE, HAZARDOUS, OR PROHIBITED ITEMS 

1. In general, federal law forbids the carriage of HAZMAT aboard aircraft in passenger baggage or 
in the physical possession of the passenger (49 CFR).  Violations of the law may result in 
criminal or civil action and/or disciplinary action according to the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice.  To prevent unauthorized transport of hazardous or prohibited material, the troop CDR 
will be responsible for conducting an inspection of personnel and their checked or stowed 
baggage and carry-on items to verify that no hazardous items are present.  This inspection will be 
conducted, whenever possible, at the military installation prior to departure, to avoid delays and 
congestion in passenger terminal areas.  One or more members of the group may be appointed to 
assist in the inspection.  Hazardous items found will be turned over to either a civil or military 
law enforcement officer or explosive disposal personnel.  For examples of prohibited items, see 
Figure S-5.  A detailed list of prohibited items may be found on the TSA website at 

mailto:transcom.scott.tcj3.mbx.j35-global-requirement@mail.smil.mil
mailto:transcom.scott.tcj3.mbx.j35-global-requirement@mail.smil.mil
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https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all.  Tables of HAZMAT are in 49 
CFR, Part 172.101. 

2. The troop CDR is usually the senior ranking military member assigned by the Service 
Deployment Authority at the point of origin or aerial port of embarkation.  There will only be one 
troop CDR per an aircraft.  This individual is responsible for ensuring 100 percent compliance 
with military regulations and providing a single point of contact and liaison with the senior flight 
attendant.  The troop CDR will designate individuals to observe the loading of baggage and 
troops as necessary.  This will be accomplished by the unit CDR or designated representative(s) 
through a physical examination of 100 percent of the contents of all hand-carried baggage. 

M. CERTIFICATION 

The troop CDR or group leader must certify on the passenger manifest that this inspection was made 
and baggage was checked.  The following statement will be entered on the last page of the manifest 
(or the reverse) by the troop CDR: 

“I certify that no unauthorized weapons or ammunition, explosive devices, or other prohibited 
items have been found in the possession, to include carry-on or stowed baggage of those 
personnel for whom I am the designated troop CDR or group leader.  All personnel have been 
made aware of the penalties for violation under 49 CFR.” 

Date 
Printed Name and Grade 
Signature 

  

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all
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Figure S-1.  Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (Sample-Cartridges) 
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ALCON,  

Attached is the HAZMAT dip sheet and the SAAM XXXX Mission request for DD MMM YY.  Below is the E-SSS 
requesting approval for the use of Chapter 3 procedures.  If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call. 
Thank you for your assistance and support.    

Office                          Action          Last Name/Rank/Date  
(Office Symbol)          Coord           (must be a General/Flag Officer)  
USTC/J3-F      Coord 
AMC/A3V:                 Coord  
USTC/J3-O:                Coord  
USTC/J3:                    Approve  

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////  

SUBJECT:  

Suspense: DD MMM YY  

ACTION OFFICER/POC:  

1. PURPOSE. To obtain approval to use AFMAN 24-604, Chapter 3 procedures for (mission #, unit)  
 
2. JUSTIFICATION. (list nature of the movement and specific risk involved)  
      a. The conflicting hazards are....  
     b. (any other pertinent information)     
 
3. IMPACT IF NOT SUPPORTED. (what would occur if not approved)  
 
4. RECOMMENDATION. USTC/J3 approve AFMAN 24-604, Chapter 3 procedures.  
 
Attached Documents: (Load plans, Hazardous cargo information, etc.)  
 
(Insert Signature Block)  

Figure S-2.  Sample Email Request Format 
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Figure S-3.  Sample Hazardous Cargo List 
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Figure S-4.  Example Load Plan 
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PROHIBITED ITEMS LIST 
1. The following items must not be taken by the traveler under any circumstances: 

a. Shotguns with barrels under 18 inches long. 
b. Rifles with barrels under 16 inches long. 
c. Automatic weapons (unless government-issued and authorized in orders). 
d. Switchblade knives and pointed scissors. 
e. Brass knuckles. 
f. Incendiary devices (e.g., flares). 
g. Tear gas or mace. 
h. Gunpowder, cartridges, or primers. 
i. All Torch lighters. 
j. Other hazardous materials. 

2. If directed by the Operations Plan or Operations Order, (unless otherwise restricted by foreign 
government regulations), you may ship unloaded government weapons in checked baggage.  You 
may not carry any unauthorized weapons, explosive devices, or hazardous materials on board the 
aircraft.  Knives, K-Bars, knife-like items, and devices that include a knife will be placed in checked 
baggage.  These items must be declared.  If there is a weapon in checked baggage, it must be 
guarded until loaded on the aircraft.  Weapons count against the authorized weight allowance. 

3. All government issued hazardous materials to include explosives and ammunition, must be declared.  
Hazardous materials may not be taken into the passenger compartment of a commercial aircraft 
(e.g., all Torch lighters).  The troop commander and/or his aircraft loadmaster will direct loading of 
hazardous materials on military aircraft. 

4. Flashbulbs are prohibited in checked baggage but may be hand-carried.  A camera may be hand-
carried, but flash attachments of any type (i.e., bulbs, cubes, strobe) cannot be used on the airplane.  
Aircraft loadmaster and/or flight attendants will provide specific instructions on use of electronic, 
battery-operated equipment onboard aircraft. 

5. Ration heaters may never be opened or used to heat MREs during flight. 
6. Alcoholic beverages.  Unless the Department of Defense Foreign Clearance Guide states otherwise, 

you may hand-carry up to one U.S. gallon of these beverages, provided you have purchased it from a 
duty-free store located within a sterile area of the airport.  You cannot hand-carry any liquid more 
than the Transportation Security Administration allowed limit through any security checkpoint.  You 
cannot drink these beverages on the airplane.  Individuals who are obviously intoxicated will not be 
allowed on board.  If you intend to carry alcoholic beverages, you must comply with all foreign, 
federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and status-of-forces agreements. 

7. Illegal drugs, hallucinogens, or other items prohibited by U.S. Customs regulations will not be 
shipped or carried. 

8. Failure to follow these directions may be considered a violation of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice or Federal/State law for any civilians aboard, and will be dealt with accordingly. 

Figure S-5.  Prohibited Items List 

NOTE:  Torch Lighters – Torch lighters create a thin, needle-like flame that is hotter (reaching 2,500 
degrees Fahrenheit) and more intense than those from common lighters.  Torch lighters are often used for 
pipes and cigars, and maintain a consistent stream of air-propelled fire regardless of the angle at which it 
is held.  Torch lighters continue to be banned. 
NOTE:  Common Lighters – Lighters with fuel are permitted in carry-on baggage.  Lighters without fuel 
are permitted in checked baggage.  Lighters with fuel are prohibited in checked baggage, unless they 
adhere to the Department of Transportation (DOT) exemption, which allows up to two fueled lighters if 
properly enclosed in a DOT approved case.  If you are uncertain as to whether your lighter is prohibited, 
please leave it at home.
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