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CHAPTER 506 
 

DOD CUSTOMS AND BORDER CLEARANCE SENIOR AGRICULTURE AGENT 
(SAA) PROGRAM 

A. GENERAL 

The focus of the DoD Customs and Border Clearance Senior Agriculture Agent (SAA) program is to 
enhance military operations by preventing entry of contraband and agricultural pests into the Defense 
Transportation System (DTS), United States, and host nations.  Destructive and invasive species such 
as gypsy moths, brown tree snakes, several varieties of snails, and others can hitchhike on military 
equipment and personal effects.  Foreign soil attached to cargo may harbor pests and animal diseases. 
These pests can cause immense damage to natural resources, destroy crops, and disrupt the export of 
agricultural commodities.  Foreign agricultural restrictions are specified by country in this regulation; 
however, the same general responsibilities of Department of Defense (DoD) activities for the 
prevention of agricultural pest movements apply to export shipments from the United States to 
foreign countries as well as imports to the United States.  This chapter prescribes procedures for 
requesting SAA training and certification, SAA responsibilities, customs and agricultural clearance 
requirements, coordination and communication, and reporting procedures. 

B. PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING DOD CUSTOMS AND BORDER CLEARANCE 
SENIOR AGRICULTURE AGENT TRAINING 

1. Prior to conducting deployment and redeployment planning for exercises, contingencies, or other 
special airlift/sealift operations, units will contact supported Combatant Command SAA 
Managers to request SAA training in preparation for inspecting and documenting personnel 
and/or equipment.  Training requests for personnel tasked to perform SAA duties will include the 
total number of personnel requiring training, date(s) personnel will be available for training, and 
training location. 

NOTE:  Units/individuals tasked to conduct a specific customs role or mission supporting a 
Combatant Command within their theater of operations, will coordinate any required training 
with the supported Combatant Command and/or tasking authority. 

2. Requests will be electronically transmitted to the supported Combatant Command, or designated 
representative, as part of the initial planning of the deployment or redeployment, but not later 
than 75 days prior to the execution.  To obtain supported Combatant Command point of contact 
(POC) information, contact USTRANSCOM/TCJ4-PC via email at transcom.scott.tcj5j4.mbx.pc-
customs@mail.mil.  The supported Combatant Command SAA Manager will forward the 
approved request to USTRANSCOM/TCJ4-PC, Scott AFB, Illinois, via email at 
transcom.scott.tcj5j4.mbx.pc-customs@mail.mil not less than 60 days prior to the first 
movement.   

3. If redeployments are originating in the USEUCOM or USAFRICOM Area of Responsibility 
(AOR), the supporting unit will contact the USEUCOM Customs/Agriculture Executive Agent 
(HQ USAREUR-AF/ECJ4-CEA) directly to coordinate for clearance assistance.  Their point of 
contact (POC) information is usarmy.wiesbaden.usareur.mbx.opm-customs-cbcap@mail.mil, 
civilian phone number 011-49-6111-43-5373954/3951, or DSN 314-537-3954/3951.  Their 
website URL is https://www.europeafrica.army.mil/customs/.  It is recommended that requests for 
clearance assistance be coordinated at least 45 days in advance of the needed assistance.  HQ 
USAREUR-AF/ECJ4-CEA will also provide equivalent training with USDA in theater for 
personnel conducting agriculture clearance missions in the USEUCOM or AFRICOM AOR. 
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4. Approval of SAA training requests under the provisions of this section does not negate any 
requirements for the requesting organization or Transportation Service Provider (TSP) to ensure 
entry is accomplished at an established port of entry.  This port of entry may be a Regular 
Airports of Entry (R-AOE) or Limited Airports of Entry (L-AOE), an international commercial 
airport or water port of entry, or any other airport or water port where a Federal Inspection 
Service (FIS) capability exists or can be arranged on an exception basis (Refer to DoD Foreign 
Clearance Guide [https://apacs.milcloud.mil/fcg/fcg.cfm]; R-AOEs and L-AOEs can be found in 
the FCG by typing “United States” in the search function, selecting “Go”, and scrolling to Section 
VIII: Miscellaneous). 

5. If use of any United States port of entry other than those regularly staffed by FIS personnel is 
planned, the requesting organization or TSP operator is responsible for coordinating requirements 
with the Field Operations office or Port Directors of Customs and Border Protection (CBP). 

C. DOD CUSTOMS AND BORDER CLEARANCE SENIOR AGRICULTURE AGENT 
TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION 

1. The supported Combatant Command and the Service Component will coordinate the SAA 
training request to the Service for sourcing of designated personnel to act as SAA’s for the 
duration of the deployment or redeployment.   

2. Training will be provided by USTRANSCOM J4-PC and may be accomplished in the 
Continental United States (CONUS) or at an overseas location.  In some cases, USTRANSCOM 
may approve DoD personnel as certified trainers.  When a “train the trainer” process is approved, 
Commanders (CDRs) will be required to: 

a. Use a USTRANSCOM approved SAA training curriculum. 

b. Provide program management as well as any Command specific training. 

c. Send list of SAA trained individuals to USTRANSCOM J4-PC via email at 
transcom.scott.tcj5j4.mbx.pc-customs@mail.mil. 

3. Upon successful completion of SAA training, USTRANSCOM will provide certification for 
trainees. Figure 506-3 shows an example of SAA training certificate. 

4. Trained personnel will be appointed on orders as SAA trained by the sponsoring Service 
Component.  Orders will include an effective termination date or coincide with duration of 
overseas tour.  

5. SAA training certificates are valid two years from date trained. Combatant Commands train the 
trainer programs will provide Combatant Command specific certificates and/or other agency 
specific certificates where applicable.   

D. DOD CUSTOMS AND BORDER CLEARANCE SENIOR AGRICULTURE AGENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES  

1. SAA’s are responsible for: 

a. Performing their duties in accordance with (IAW) this regulation, Armed Forces Pest 
Management Board (AFPMB) Technical Guide (TG) No. 31: Agricultural Washdown and 
Inspection Preparation for Military Conveyance and Equipment, and U.S. and/or foreign 
country border clearance requirements. 

b. Inspecting and certifying DoD-owned materiel, personal effects, and passengers are 
acceptable for entry into the United States or host nations.  If contraband is discovered during 
the inspection process, the SAA will notify legal authorities. 
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c. Representing the CDR in performance of inspections, and ensuring documentation 
accompanies all shipments or personnel. 

d. Ensuring customs/border clearance violations are expeditiously reported to the legal authority 
or military agency for disposition. 

e. Conducting all inspections and examinations in a professional, expeditious, and courteous 
manner.  

f. SAA’s will not, under any circumstances, collect or accept duty payments. 

E. DOD CUSTOMS AND AGRICULTURE CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS 

1. SAA’s will inspect all crews, troops, passengers, and their accompanied baggage, professional 
equipment, issued weapons, cargo and aircraft prior to departure.   

2. Ships, aircraft, personnel, cargo (including ordnance) packing material, and personal effects, must 
be free of contraband, soil, and prohibited and restricted plants, animals, and plant/animal 
products.  The DoD Foreign Clearance Guide, this regulation, and CBP Know Before You Go 
website (https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go), provide additional 
information on country specific clearance requirements and prohibited items.  

3. AFPMB TG-31 provides information on cleaning techniques and inspection procedures for DoD 
personnel responsible for agricultural preparation of personal gear, equipment, supplies and 
vehicles for deployment and redeployment.  

4. Agriculture inspections must be conducted in natural or well-lighted areas.  Cleaning and 
disinfecting of commodities or equipment must be conducted in areas free of pests and 
contaminants.  Commodities or equipment must be stored in such a manner as to prevent re-
infestation by pests or contaminants.   

5. To expedite clearance upon deployment or redeployment: 

a. All accompanied baggage and professional equipment excess to immediate personal needs 
must be inspected in the presence of a SAA.  To optimize unit deployment or redeployment 
processing, inspections may be conducted several days prior to the actual deployment or 
redeployment provided the baggage can be secured and held in a sterile area from the time of 
the inspection until arrival at the port of entry.  Primary and secondary screening of passenger 
baggage can be electronically enhanced by the use of the Transportation Security 
Administration-approved Non-Invasive Inspection technology, such as the Backscatter x-ray 
scanners. 

b. The SAA will inspect hand-carried baggage at the time passengers are processed into a sterile 
area for isolation until actual departure.  If a sterile area is not available, the SAA will inspect 
the personnel and hand-carried baggage at the water or air terminal immediately prior to 
embarkation.  If someone who has been inspected and is waiting in the sterile area finds it 
necessary to depart the area, they must undergo a new inspection when they return to the 
sterile area. 

c. The SAA will inspect unit equipment prior to it being loaded on the ship or aircraft to ensure 
the equipment meets CBP, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and United 
States or host nation border clearance requirements.  The deploying or redeploying unit will 
ensure personal baggage, such as footlockers, is readily identified and retains its individual 
integrity distinct from military cargo during shipment. 
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d. Each passenger inspected/examined for clearance to the United States must complete and 
sign a CBP Form 6059B, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Customs Declaration, Figure 
506-2, prior to boarding.   

6. Immediately upon completion of the inspection/examination of DoD cargo, DD Form 2855, U.S. 
Military Agriculture Inspection Form, Figure 506-1, will be properly executed and authenticated 
by the SAA with their printed name and signature.  The SAA will also securely affix the DD 
Form 2855 to the outside of each container, vehicle, or equipment inspected/examined.  The DD 
Form 2855 is to be used only for cargo inspected and certified by SAA personnel at Outside 
Continental United States (OCONUS) locations as part of an exercise or contingency operation 
IAW Chapter 505 and Chapter 506 of the Defense Transportation Regulation (DTR), and meets 
CBP and USDA CONUS clearance entry requirements. 

7. Security Seals for Freight Containers.  To ensure sterility of cleared freight container shipments, 
use of tamper-proof container seals (i.e., ball lock protection) that cannot be resealed once broken 
is required and will be applied by unit deployment representative.  Record the security seal 
number in the Remarks Section of the DD Form 2855. 

8. Packing Material.  All wood packaging material (WPM), dunnage, pallets, and crating must be 
free from soil, bark, and pest infestation and must be marked with the International Plant 
Protection Convention (IPPC) logo IAW Chapter 505, Paragraph D.2.f. 

F. DOD CUSTOMS AND AGRICULTURE CLEARANCE COORDINATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 

1. Coordination with and notification of affected organizations of actual cleared passengers, 
baggage, and cargo shipments is critical to the successful implementation of the SAA inspection 
program for exercises, contingencies, or other special airlift/sealift operations.  At a minimum, 
the following communications must occur after clearance operations have been approved. 

a. Airlift and sealift schedulers will keep CBP notified of redeployment routing and schedules 
as soon as they are developed.  USTRANSCOM information systems will be used to provide 
CBP access to Air Mobility Command (AMC) organic and chartered aircraft arrival 
schedules for CONUS bound international missions.  CBP will provide clearance instructions 
and procedures to field operations and port directors indicating status of DoD passengers, 
baggage, cargo, and/or conveyance to expedite port of debarkation (POD) clearance 
procedures. 

G. CUSTOMS AND AGRICULTURE CLEARANCE REPORTING PROCEDURES 

1. Combatant Command’s that have requested and received approval to operate a SAA program, 
will submit a Quarterly Workload Report of SAA activity and additional reports on any incidents 
of contraband interception, detection, or agricultural issues, for USTRANSCOM to track trends 
concerning passenger and cargo deployments and redeployments. Quarterly Workload Reports 
are submitted by 5 January/5 April/5 July/5 October, to the DoD Single Manager 
(USTRANSCOM/TCJ4-PC) via email at transcom.scott.tcj5j4.mbx.pc-customs@mail.mil for 
consolidation and forwarding as appropriate.  As a minimum, Quarterly Workload Reports are 
submitted unless USTRANSCOM requests reports on a more frequent basis. 

2. Quarterly Workload Report Requirements will include (see Figure 506-4 for SAA Quarterly 
Workload Report format): 

a. Number of passengers processed 

b. Number of checked bags examined 
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c. Number of pieces of equipment examined 

d. Major types of military equipment processed 

e. Major military units processed for redeployment 

f. Destination 

g. Trends/problem areas. 

3. Reports on incidents of contraband interception, detection, and agricultural issues will include 
(see Figure 506-5 for SAA Incident Report format): 

a. Number of passengers processed 

b. Number of checked bags examined 

c. Major types of military equipment processed 

d. Major military units processed for redeployment 

e. Destination 

f. Identify type of contraband seized 

g. Contents found in amnesty box 

h. Significant agriculture pests encountered 

i. Description of dirty cargo presented for clearance 

j. Trends/problem areas. 

H. AIRBORNE TROOPS 

Airborne troop movements with an airdrop upon return to the CTUS, must be coordinated with the 
CBP director in the district involved.  The annotated customs declarations (Figure 506-2) of the 
airborne troops must be provided to a member of the aircrew, preferably the aircraft CDR, prior to the 
airdrop.  The Aircraft CDR will ensure all customs declarations are turned over to CBP inspectors at 
the port of entry for the aircraft. 
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Figure 506-1.  DD Form 2855, U.S. Military Agriculture Inspection Form 
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Figure 506-2.  CBP Form 6059B, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Customs Declaration 
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Figure 506-3. Sample of Senior Agriculture Agent Training Certificate 

 

Senior Agriculture Agent Quarterly Workload Report 

Geographical Combatant Command/Month  

Total Number of Passengers Inspected  

Total Number of Passenger Bags Inspected  

Total Number of Pieces of Equipment Inspected  

Type of Military Equipment Inspected  

Service and Military Units Processed for 
Deployment for the Month (include destination) 

 

Issues Identified during the Month  

Remarks: 

 
Figure 506-4, SAA Quarterly Workload Report Format 



Defense Transportation Regulation – Part V 4 August 2023 
Department of Defense Customs and Border Clearance Policies and Procedures 

 V-506-9  

 
 
 

 

Senior Agriculture Agent Incident Report 

Geographical Combatant Command/Date  

Total Number of Passengers Inspected  

Total Number of Passenger Bags Inspected  

Total Number of Pieces of Equipment Inspected  

Type of Military Equipment Inspected  

Service and Military Unit Processed for 
Deployment (include destination) 

 

Issues Identified  

Type and Quantity of Contraband Disposed in 
Amnesty Box (if any) 

 

Type and Quantity of Contraband Seized (if any)  

Agriculture Pests Identified (if any)  

Description of Dirty Cargo (if any)  

Corrective Actions   

Remarks: 

 
Figure 506-5, SAA Incident Report Format 
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